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Matthew 24:16-19           

• This is referring to 70 AD and has nothing to do with Jesus’ second coming. The 

message is when you see the armies surrounding Jerusalem, get out of town.  

• What Jesus said was going to happen happened. The Jews rejected their Messiah 

and God had them destroyed. So Jesus’ message to future Christians – when you 

see these things start to happen, get out.       

    

Matthew 24:20-21           

• So has this great tribulation period happened or is it still coming up in the 

future? Is this a future 7-year period of tribulation? According to 

premillennialists, Daniel 9 was supposed to give us the answer but it did not. 

Daniel did not mention the word tribulation. Daniel 9 let us know that it was 

pointing forward to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans.   

• Now the Premillennialists think that after the rapture takes place, then the 

antichrist is going to come and we are going to have a 7-year period of 

tribulation. In the middle of this tribulation, the antichrist is going to take his seat 

in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem. How they can say that from what the scripture 

actually records is astounding.  

• But Jesus is really directing these things to the Jews. He is looking 40 years 

down the road and hoping someone will listen.  

• In 64 AD, the Emperor Nero wanted more money. And he asked his 

representative to confiscate all the gold from the temple treasury. There was lots 

of gold and silver stacked inside the temple. The Pharisees and Sadducees had 

been stacking that stuff up for a long time.  

• So the Jews got word of this and to thumb their nose at the Roman officials, they 

passed a hat to collect some money for the representative. How do you think the 

Roman officials received that? They wanted the gold and all they got was some 

copper coins. This was the final straw that began to set the stage for the 

destruction of Jerusalem.  

• So the governor of Syria led the 12
th 
legion of Rome into Jerusalem but he was 

forced by the Jews to turn back to Syria. The Jews outnumbered them and 

thumped them. The Jews ended up stealing the standard or the flag of Rome (the 

eagle). This was going to haunt them later because the Romans were going to 

come back for revenge.  

• Vespasian, a long time Roman general, was called out of retirement to perform 

this task. He was a canny, old general. So he has going to be in charge of the 

Roman forces in Jerusalem. In other words, the Romans had had enough of the 

Jews. He gathered his troops on the seacoast, now including the 5
th
 legion and 

10
th
 legion. His son Titus joined him with his 15

th
 legion. There were 4 major 

Roman legions sent against the Jews. They were not messing around. A legion is 

6000 troops. So the first area Vespasian goes after is up north and he captures 

the area (Galilee) including Flavius Josephus. Josephus let Vespasian know of a 

prophecy that he was going to be emperor of Rome. So Vespasian let him go 

free. So he ended up being a Roman interpreter. He was a go between Roman 

forces and Jewish forces. Then Vespasian worked down the seacoast and he 

secured all the major seacoasts.  
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• In the meantime, the Jews inside Jerusalem were in a major war with themselves. 

So you had 4 legions of Roman soldiers amassing outside and you had a bunch 

of folks inside fighting over who was going to be king or be the Christ. They 

were fighting to be the Christ just like Jesus said they would. 

• Well Vespasian decided to sit around and let them weaken themselves. In the 

Spring of 68 AD, Vespasian gained control of the Jordan valley and the region of 

Perea. Perea was on the east side of the Jordan – a little north of the Dead Sea. 

He also destroyed the crops of the Jewish farmers. Why would he do that? He 

wanted to starve them into submission. That is how it is done. If you want to 

take control, you starve the people into submission. You do that by gaining 

control of the food supply. So if the people can be made dependent on an outside 

source for the food supply, then all you have to do is cut that off.  

• News from Italy interrupted the campaign against Jerusalem. Nero committed 

suicide in 68 AD. Vespasian engaged in a lot of military and political strategies 

to work himself into the front of the line for the throne. He proclaimed himself 

emperor and became the official emperor of Rome in December of 69 AD. 

• According to Eusebius, a Christian historian, Christians for the most part, used 

this break in the action – between Vespasian and Titus, to escape from Jerusalem 

and they went to a city called Pella. Then went from Jerusalem to Jericho and 

then along the Jordan River to Pella. So it appears that most of them heeded the 

words of Jesus and got out of there. 

• So now by this point there were 3 fighting camps of the Jews (the priests, the 

zealots, the factions) inside of Jerusalem. There were approximately 600,000 

Jews inside of Jerusalem at this point to observe the Passover in 70 AD. So on 

April 14
th
 during Passover, Titus decided to end the struggle. Titus laid siege to 

Jerusalem trapping the people inside the city for the Passover and putting 

pressure on the Jews because of the increasing need for food and water. They 

used catapults containing stones, iron and fire to unleash their attack on the 

starving people of Jerusalem.  

• Rome attacked the city from the North because that was the area of least natural 

defense. Jerusalem was built where it was because of the tremendous defense. 

Once the catapults had done their damage, the Romans used siege engines and 

big siege towers to break down the successive walls that surrounded Jerusalem 

on the way down south toward the temple.        

• By May the first two sets of walls around Jerusalem were breached. Then, by 

July, the Romans built a 5-mile long siege wall around the city (called Palisade) 

to keep the people from escaping.  

• The Romans had a hard time busting down the walls of Jerusalem. Every wall 

they went through, the Jews were there to fight them. And every time they broke 

down a wall they would find another wall that the Jews had built. It was tough 

going and every stoppage made the Romans more and more angry. The Roman 

historian Deo Cassius wrote “Though a breach was made in the wall by means of 

engines, nevertheless the capture of the place did not immediately follow even 

then. On the contrary, the defenders killed great numbers [of Romans] who tried 

to crowd through the opening and they also set fire to some of the buildings 

nearby, hoping thus to check the further progress of the Romans. Nevertheless, 



 The Second Coming – The Olivet Discourse – Part 3 

 3 

the soldiers, because of their superstition, did not immediately rush in but at last, 

under compulsion from Titus, they made their way inside. Then the Jews 

defended themselves much more vigorously than before, as if they had 

discovered a piece of rare good fortune in being able to fight near the Temple 

and fall in its defense.” 

• The Romans cut down all the trees within a ten mile range of the city. Why was 

that done? The Romans used them for crucifixions and to eliminate anything the 

Jews may use for resources. As many as 500 Jews per day were caught trying to 

escape and they were crucified by the Romans. The soldiers were so tired of 

crucifying Jews that they started to crucify them in weird position just to break 

the monotony. The Kidron valley to the east and the valley of Hinnon to the 

South and West were filled with corpses. There were an estimated 100,000 

corpses in those two valleys alone.  

• By July 14
th
, the pressure from the Romans forced the priests to stop offering 

their sacrifices for the first time. Once through all the external walls, Titus 

commanded his army to go door to door through Jerusalem on their way to the 

temple. The women were caught and raped. The Roman soldiers systematically 

cut open the Jewish people that they caught because they knew that they were 

swallowing their gold and were going to catch it later. They cut off the arms and 

legs of the babies and threw them over the city walls and splattering them on the 

pavement below. The situation inside those walls was brutal. And there was no 

place to run or hide.  

• On the 10
th
 of August, Roman legions made it to the temple grounds, they stood 

in the Holy of holies, and they offered sacrifices to their standards – the flags of 

the Roman eagle. Does that sound like that would be an abomination to God? 

The temple then caught fire and burned to the ground. Interestingly enough, the 

temple of Solomon was also burned on the 10
th
 of August, 586 BC. Deo Cassius 

records “The populace was stationed below in the court and the elders on the 

steps and the priests in the Sanctuary itself. And though they were but a handful 

fighting against a far superior force, they were not conquered until part of the 

Temple was set on fire. Then they met their death willingly, some throwing 

themselves on the swords of the Romans, some slaying one another, others 

taking their own lives and still others leaping into the flames. And it seemed to 

everybody and especially to them that so far from being destruction, it was 

victory and salvation and happiness to them that they perished along with the 

Temple.” Again, this is a very bad situation. 

o Josephus recorded this about the temple burning “While the holy house 

(The Temple) was on fire, everything was plundered that came to hand, 

and ten thousand of those that were caught were slain; nor was there a 

commiseration of any age...but children and old men...and priests, were 

all slain in the same manner... The flame was also carried a long way, 

and made an echo, together with the groans of those who were slain... 

one would have thought the whole city would have been on fire. Nor can 

one imagine anything greater and more terrible than this noise.” 

o Supposedly, according to historians, the Romans had to go a great 

distance to cut down more trees to help the fire of the temple burn hotter. 
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They did this because the heat from the fire melted all the gold and the 

silver from inside the temple. So the Roman soldiers tore the temple 

building apart stone by stone to get all of the precious metal.   

• All of the Jewish archives including all of the Jewish genealogical records were 

destroyed in the fire. Israel was now completely destroyed. By September 8
th
, all 

of Jerusalem surrendered to Rome. 

• The riches from the temple were taken back to Rome. 1.1 million people died in 

the siege. The bodies of some of the dead were stacked in piles inside the city.  

And the Romans paraded the items from the temple in a victory celebration. On 

the Arch of Titus built in his honor after the defeat, you can still find the 

carvings of soldiers carrying the temple materials in the parade. 

o Luke 19:41-44 

� They did not recognize the Messiah when He came. This is what 

was going to happen He said. He was pretty accurate wasn’t He? 

• They should have heeded the words of the great prophet. 

• So in 70 AD, the Romans tried to wipe out every Jew they could get their hands 

on. Starvation, famine and the sword destroyed the Jewish nation. Only those 

who were scattered elsewhere survived the greatest tribulation that has ever 

come on the earth.    

• Why did things have to happen this way? 

o God brought Israel into existence by a miracle. Sara was 90 years old 

when Isaac was born. Then the nation was preserved in Egypt. Joseph 

was allowed to be saved first in order that the entire nation could be 

saved. It was a perfect setup because the people of Canaan were 

shepherds and the people of Egypt did not think much of shepherds. 

They would not intermingle with them – they considered them lowly. So 

70 people came to be 2.5 to 4 million over a period of 400 years. They 

were preserved. 

o Then they were brought out of Egypt with the some powerful miracles – 

the parting and crossing of the Red Sea was not bad. They were 

preserved as a nation even though they were a stubborn and stiff-necked 

people. There was always that small remnant that had faith in God. God 

used that to bring the Messiah into the world. He then used that to bring 

the scriptures into the world – the Old Testament initially. He used the 

Jewish people to be the core of the early church. Once He was ready for 

that to go to the Gentiles – once He had extracted all of the Jews He 

could get out of the Jewish system – then He brought the 70 AD 

destruction on Jerusalem. 

o When the temple went down, the priesthood went down, the sacrifices 

went down, the records (or genealogies) went down. Everything was 

gone. The nation was gone. Why would that be? God does not want the 

Jewish system to be a competition for Christianity. The early Christians 

had a hard time with this. Nearly every other book in the New Testament 

brings out the fact of the confusion of selecting between Judaism 

(System of Law) and Christianity (System of Faith). When God was done 

with Israel, it was gone and in a big way. 
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• So is this tribulation a future 7-year period or did it take place in and around the 

70 AD period for the Jews? 

o Mark 13:19 

� This verse actually tells you that this period would be a time of 

tribulation that has not occurred up until that point and never 

would again.  

 

 

Matthew 24:22           

• That gives you an idea of how bad it was. Unless God had specifically 

intervened, the Romans would have obliterated everybody, including the 

Christians. Jesus had warned of this tribulation in other ways. 

o Matthew 22:2-6 

� Those were the Jews. The Jews were the people who should have 

believed in the message. They were the people that were prepared 

for the coming of the Messiah.  

• Romans 9:3-5 

o They were the ones who were given the covenants 

and the Law, the temple services, the promises and 

the oracles of God.   

o These are the people that should have come to the 

wedding feast. But Jesus knew ahead of time that 

they would not come. There would be a very small 

percentage that would come.  

o in Acts 2, history experts estimate 3 million Jews 

would have been there – most in the temple 

grounds. And there were 3,000 immersed that day. 

That is 1/10 of 1 percent (or 1/1000). 

� So the Jews not only rejected Christ, but they were hostile to 

early Christianity. But Jesus Himself predicted that. 

o Matthew 22:7 

� Jesus said this in 30 AD. Matthew recorded this in about 58 AD. 

So this was 12 years before the destruction of Jerusalem. Jesus 

was very emphatic as to what was coming.  

o Matthew 21:33-41 

� This was of course in reference to the Jews. The Jews should have 

known better than to reject Jesus Christ. They had all the 

blessings that pointed forward to Jesus Christ. 

o Matthew 21:42-46 

� Jesus anticipated that the Jews would reject Him and then the 

nation would have to go to the Gentiles.  

� So they realized that Jesus was speaking of the Jewish nation. The 

average Jew does not believe that Jesus ever came. Of course the 

average Jew does not believe anything because 80% of them are 

atheists or agnostic. What do they care?  
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o The entire book of Hebrews was written to Jewish Christians that were 

about to suffer through the great tribulation. The theme of the book of 

Hebrews is to show the superiority of the Christian system over the 

Jewish system.  

� So the book of Hebrews in the early chapters shows Jesus’ 

superiority to angels because the Old Testament Law was given 

through the agency of angels. So if Jesus is superior to the angels, 

then that which comes through Jesus is superior to that which 

came through the Law (or angels). 

� Then it shows the superiority of Jesus over Moses and Joshua. 

Together Moses and Joshua got them out of the land of Egypt and 

got them into the Promised Land. They gave them the Law and 

instituted the Law. But Jesus is superior to Moses and Joshua so 

the superiority of what Jesus gets us out of and what he gets us 

into is far superior to the Old Covenant.  

� Then it moves into the superiority of Jesus’ High Priesthood as 

compared to the priesthood of Aaron. Those priests were 

prevented by death from continuing but Jesus by the power of an 

indestructible life is our high priest forever. And He ever lives to 

make intercession for us. It is a much superior priesthood. 

� Then it moves into the superiority of the New Covenant of Jesus 

Christ as compared the Old Covenant. Jesus executes that 

covenant from heaven itself.  

� The blood sacrifice of Jesus offered in Heaven is far superior to 

that the of the Old Testament sacrifices. It grants us a clean 

conscience. None of the guys in the Old Testament ever had a 

clean conscience. The Old sacrifices were regulations for the 

body. 

• Hebrews 9:8-10 

� We have the ability to enter into the true holy place – heaven 

itself. Whereas once a year the high priest was allowed to enter 

the back room of the temple. We have access into the courts of 

heaven itself.  

� The tabernacle of Christ, which is the church, is superior to the 

Old Testament temple – the obsolete thing. It is growing old and 

obsolete and ready to disappear. The writer of Hebrews 

prophetically knew that the temple in Jerusalem was coming 

down. He knew that the curtain was coming down. When it was 

torn in the days of Jesus, that meant that was the end of those 

animal sacrifices as far as God was concerned. The grain offering, 

the wave offering, the heave offering, the sin offering and so forth 

was past because the great sacrifice had been made and Jesus 

having taken His seat at the right hand of the majesty on high did 

so after He had made propitiation for our sins.  

� Hebrews 10:37 
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• So the only hope the Jews would have in the midst of this 

great tribulation would be the coming of the Messiah. 

Now they are missing the point that he had already come. 

He had been there 40 years earlier and they missed it.            

• Now according the Jews in this verse, they would have considered themselves 

the elect but what Jesus is letting them know is who the elect is. However, the 

Jews never gave Christianity any credence. They did everything they could to 

destroy it. So these days were cut short for the sake of the Christians. 
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Tribulation Verses 

NASB 

Matthew 24:9 

Matthew 24:21 

Matthew 24:29 

Mark 13:19 

Mark 13:24 

John 16:33 

Romans 2:9 

Romans 5:3 

Romans 8:35 

Romans 12:12 

I Thessalonians 1:6 

Revelation 1:9 

Revelation 2:9-10 

Revelation 2:22 

Revelation 7:14 

 

NKJV 

I Samuel 26:24 

Matthew 13:21 

Matthew 24:9 

Matthew 24:21 

Matthew 24:29 

Mark 4:17 

Mark 13:19 

Mark 13:24 

John 16:33 

Romans 2:9 

Romans 5:3 

Romans 8:35 

Romans 12:12 

II Corinthians 1:4 

II Corinthians 7:4 

I Thessalonians 3:4 

II Thessalonians 1:6 

Revelation 1:9 

Revelation 2:9-10 

Revelation 2:22 

Revelation 7:14 

 

NIV 

Revelation 7:14  

 


